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IN FIRST PERSON: | went Over the Edge with KIT
b Debhbie Hatch
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DOWVYINTOWYN — [ rappelied 557 feet down the
Manchester Grand Hyatt during the media portion
of the second annual Over the Edge for KIT (Kids
Included Together) an Friday, Nov. 5
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"'""' Debbie Hakch rappels down the Manchester Grand Hyatt during the media portion of the -
i_rvver the Edge For KIT event on Mo, 5. Phoko courtesy of Bob Stefanko, publisher of

: 8| Ranch & Coast Magazine. =

FOL0S anG Oorgarnzanons, sUch g e rsA ahd

Boys and Girls cluhs, on how to hefter serve and
ncorparate youth with disabiiities into activities

wWhen KIT staffers were brainstorming ideas for iis
ahnual fundralser last year, the team realized they

heeded o get creative, VIEW SINGLE: NEAR ZIP:
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KIiT's CEQ Jan Glacintl, declded that holding & (
rappeling event was the way to go, !
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WIT uiiized the senvices of Owver the Edge, a
Canadian company that assists nonorofits with not
oy the fundralising portion of the event, but s

’:’Ebff :;f a""f':;’“""”" 'f:_s ““T? e ;1:; ”‘3"35“:'; GE“’ ;’”‘“ Fis0 responsible for training and sending thill
Hyatt duiring the media portion of the Over the Edge o b o e wopear tha edge.”

far BRI ewent an Nov. 3. Photo cogrtesy of ok
Stefanka, pabiisher of Ranch & Cogst Magazine,

Cwer the Fdoe staffers Seth and Dave were fwo of
the peaple who helped ouifit me with & harness, helmet and gloves, and frain me on rappeling
fechniques — as | have never rappelied hefore, nor have | ever been a thrill seeker.

While | was an the fop of the Hyatt awaiting my turn to rappel, | iooked out on ihe wews of
downtown and Coronado and cold not helieve that | was abouf to walk down the outside of the
huliding when there was a perfectly heautiful system of elevators and escalafors inside.

Seth didd one last safefy check and gave me bive hooties to wear aver my shoes, so as hot {o
SCUTE Lo the wall with my sneakers. Then he talied me through the first step. He said, "just lean
back.”

! responded with & nervous laugh Seth keof gently instructing me ta lean back and | would
respond with "okay” because I thought | was leaning hack. | guess, however, my perception
was skewed by the wide-open 357 feet helow me, as | was not leaning hack af ail

Onee | fook that first sfep backward and et myseif lean away from the 33-stony buiiding, | never D“““”""‘!P”b"""“ﬂ el
fooked down, bt I dic iook out af the views of the cify. Maybe next year I will look down, but
this vear's accomplishment was fust abowt doing i

KIT staffers cheered for ail of the rappeliers from the landing sife on the fourth fioor. Thelr
enthusiasm and encouragement will certainly help soothe any fears at Saturday's dayiong
event, which heging at 8 a.m

Lucas Keller, ane of KIT's first elients, rappelied in his wheelchalr last year and Is sening as the
honarary chalr this year. He was there to greet ail of the rappeliers who had gone over the
ecige.

Kelly Cammerford, directar of marketing for the Manchester Grand Hyatt, was also af the
hottom congratulating rappeliers.

It was an incredible experience with an amazing group of peapie from KIT, Cver the Edge and
the Hyatt, nof to mention the ofher rapoeliers who helped cheer each other on,

For more Information on foday's event, Wwslt www overtheedgeforkit com.

KIT will he seliing $5 raffie tickets for the Jast minute oppartunity fo rappel, from 8am to 5 pm.
af the Manchester Grand Hyalt 1 Market Place.



